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The Chairman’s Brood Box

Finally the weather improved and what a difference that has made to our bees - suddenly they were 
very active with many starting to swarm and they have been bringing in plenty of pollen & nectar.

SWARMS

There are 5 swarm collectors that represent the Tiverton Branch; Bryan, the two Malcolms ,Derek and 
myself; our contact  details are on the Tiverton Beekeepers website and the BBKA Swarm page. This year
has been particularly busy with all of us receiving many more calls than usual. The majority of calls have 
ultimately lead to a situation where the bees cannot be collected: they may be in chimneys or roof 
spaces and have gone by the time we get there or be in a place where it would not be safe to collect 
them or they aren’t honey bees at all but, most commonly, bumble bees. Even when we can’t collect the
bees, we do take time to talk to the person calling us to explain what swarming is about and how they 
can help themselves. Quite a few swarms have been casts, secondary swarms which tend to be smaller 
and therefore less likely to develop into a colony. Between the five of us we’ve dealt with over 75 calls 
which resulted in the collection of 17 swarms.  It’s too early to know if they are all going to be viable 
colonies.
I expect you may have collected your own swarms locally as well & thank you for that but I’d like to 
especially thank the Branch swarms collectors who will get calls at all hours of the day and travel ( at 
their own expense) to check out & collect the swarms then monitor the bees to ensure they are viable 
colonies. They also need to deal supportively with members of the public who can be quite anxious 
about a swarm in their garden.
Tony Lindsell
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The Mid Devon Show Saturday July 22nd 

I have offered to organise the stewarding rota for our stand at the Mid Devon Show which is on the 
22nd July at Knightshayes - Tracy Frankpitt has taken the lead in organising the stand this year. And it 
promises to be bigger and better then before. 
We need 10 stewards to help on the stand over 2 shifts: 8.00 ish until 1 and 1 until 6ish. There will be 
various things to do and 5 stewards will be on duty per shift. If you can help for one of these shifts then 
the  branch will provide you with a free ticket into the show. Please let me know as soon as possible if 
you would like  to help.(chairman@tivertonbeekeepers.uk). In addition, would you please let me know if
you have a ticket from another source. If you are coming to the show anyway but aren’t able to spend 
the whole morning or afternoon with us, make sure you come to visit us. 

Happy beekeeping
Tony Lindsell

Don’t forget to encourage prospective bee keepers to visit our stand at
the Mid Devon Show on Saturday 22nd July.  It has moved location and 
will be in the countryside area between the ferret racing and the hog 
roast.  It should be easy to spot as we have bee flags on 5M poles.

We are hoping to have the observation hive on the stand if weather 
conditions are good.  We will have info on the beginners’ course and 
introduction day and the Asian Hornet threat.

Children will be able to make paper pots and plant Nasturtium seeds in
them.  They will also be rolling foundation candles.

There will also be honey sales.

Tracy Frankpitt

The Club Apiary 

The sessions at our Knightshayes Apiary continue to be well 
supported and well organised by Malcolm & Alan. The 
transformation of the Apiary,  which was a struggle for us to 
maintain during The Covid19 Pandemic  is a credit to everyone 
involved, something that Tiverton Beekeepers can be proud of. 
Local residents actually commented to one of our members about 
the lack of swarms in the area this year. At times we have very 
special refreshments as you can see from the photo. Our sessions
during July are Saturday are on the 1st and Sunday 16th. How do you
know when honey is ready for extraction? Come and find out.
Tony Linsdell
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Next Committee  meeting

     Thursday  July 6th  Uplowman Village Hall 7.30pm

 

 Knightshayes July 22nd 

Apiary Teaching sessions  for all member s at Knightshayes 

This includes beginners as part of their practical element of the  beginners course. 

Saturday July 1st 2-4pm 

Sunday July 16th  2-4pm 

Saturday  August 5th  2-4pm

Sunday August 20th 2-4pm 

Saturday August 19th 12-4pm 
 Open day and “ Meet the Bees “

The autumn programme of evening club meetings  begins  September 20th at 7.30
 Uplowman Village Hall



Mad Honey

Whilst popping into Cullompton library recently to exchange my reading books I stumbled across  this 
book by Jody Picoult with co writer Jennifer Finney Boylan

Some of you may be familiar with  Jodi Picoult’s novels. 

She is an American Author who writes about often, challenging 
and controversial social issues and dilemmas  which are both 
thought provoking and informative. 

I was of course intrigued by the title and took it out on loan. I am 
not going to give anyone a spoiler and tell you what it is about, 
other then to say that one of the central female characters is a 
beekeeper. 

As the story progresses she is faced with the American judicial 
service. ( which in itself is also very interesting) Whilst in court, by 
way of distraction, she finds herself thinking about bees and at 
one point describes “ Mad Honey” as one type of honey to be 

avoided at all cost, explaining that it comes from bees that forage on rhododendrons and mountain 
laurel and that it’s full of poisonous grayanotoxins causing dizziness, nausea and vomiting, convulsions, 
cardiac disorders and can be fatal. 

Well, that piqued my interest as I had never heard of “ Mad Honey” but I went on to look it up on 
Granny Google and here is what I found out. Remember “The Third Mithridatic War“ from history 
lessons? No, me neither. It certainly wasn’t on  my O’level syllabus but here is what I leant about it:

Abstract taken from The National Library of Medicine where you can read the full article which was 
published this year. 

We describe an episode of mass poisoning during the ancient Third Mithridatic War. In a brutal and well-
planned ambush, forces from the Kingdom of Pontus destroyed a Roman column through the clever use 
of “mad honey.” Incapacitated by the acute poisoning, the Romans were unable to hold off the Pontic 
forces. We conclude that the debilitating symptoms that the Roman soldiers experienced were due to 
the presence of grayanotoxins in the honey. Although they were likely self-limiting, developing these 
symptoms in an enemy ambush made a lethal combination. The “mad honey” environmental threat 
continues to persist in the Black Sea region to this day and is an etiology that modern physicians should 
be aware of. 
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The article goes on to say: 

From 73 to 63 BC, the Roman Republic and King Mithridates VI of Pontus waged a bitter war that 
engulfed most of Asia Minor and much of the Eastern Mediterranean. The Third Mithridatic War, as 
it would come to be called, ultimately saw Mithridates’ defeat and the end of the Pontic Kingdom 

He was legendary for his memory and intelligence. Roman historians claimed that he could speak 
all 22 languages represented within his domain. At his capital, he “surrounded himself with 
philosophers, physicians, and learned men,” 

However, Mithridates’ clever use of unconventional tactics, including poisons and primitive 
chemical weapons, won him several victories during the war, further contributing to his legend .

Turner MD. Mad Honey and the Poisoner King: A Case of Mass Grayanotoxin Poisoning in the Roman 
Military. Cureus. 2023 Apr 29;15(4):e38289. doi: 10.7759/cureus.38289. PMID: 37255894; PMCID: 
PMC10226383. 

Grayanotoxin the word used to describe (“Mad Honey”) is a natural compound found in the honey of 
nectar that is derived from various species of rhododendron, including Rhododendron.

https://www.sciencedirect.com/topics/neuroscience/grayanotoxin

What also interested me, as a  former specialist heart failure nurse, is that it could cause a slow heart 
rate ( bradycardia )  heart block and even cardiac arrest. 

Hilary Sanders (Editor)

Keith Owers is having a break this month from his monthly piece “ Around the apiary” so I’ve put 
together a little one off: I give you…..

Foraging (in July)  and trees for Bees.

Those of you who came to the talk given by our seasonal bee inspector, Leila Goss, may remember that 
her comments about blackberry. Or to give it its proper name Rubus fruticosus commonly known as 
bramble. Learn to love them because they are a main nectar and honey source for our bees at this time of 
year. I have been looking at the hedgerows on our daily walks with our little dog and have been keeping 
a watchful eye for bees on blackberry bushes. The bushes  seem to be in an abundance this year and 
some fruit has already set. As I was chatting to Keith ( Owers ) this morning he reminded me that there 
are several sub species of Blackberry and my “Readers digest book of British wildlife “ states there are 
hundreds which I am guessing is why some have already set and some have yet to flower and therefore 
there is a nice long spell when they are available for our bees to forage on. 

5

https://www.sciencedirect.com/topics/neuroscience/grayanotoxin


I wondered as I did last year why I haven't noticed an abundance of bees on them at one time, indeed I 
had to wait to see any honey bees at all although they were also being enjoyed by other insects 
including bumble bees. On the online site “ Buzzaboutbees.net “ they say that the amount of nectar 
secreted varied between flowers and that apparently nectar secretion begins before the flowers open 
fully. The pollen of course is black. Here are some photos that I took this morning. Note the difference in
colours of the petals. 

Lime Trees 

Before keeping bees I admit to taking little interest or even being unaware of their importance to 
pollinators and of how much bees rely on them for their nectar and pollen source. I was particularly 
clueless about The English Lime tree being unable to even spot one. That was until the owners where we
keep our bees told us that there were a lot of Lime trees on their land. 

Talking to Keith today he told me that on a holiday to France one year he had noticed a Lime tree in 
bloom, full of bees in the morning but none after mid day. Perhaps they were having an early siesta or 
perhaps the nectar flow relies on other factors. 

As if by magic, as I consult with ~Granny Google” she  has just stated that:

The best conditions for a lime flow are said to be warm, sultry days and nights with temperatures of 
around 66-70°F and high humidity. Nectar secretion takes place early in the day and has generally 
ceased by noon but if the weather is dry and windy it will dry out rather quickly and the bees will miss it. 

So there you are Keith, you were right!

So I popped out with my camera over my shoulder, no dog this time or Hubby and walked to where I 
had noticed several lime trees along the road we walked earlier, not far from our apiary and here are my
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photos. A bit earlier we could hear and see bees but by the time I got there at 12.00hr there were only a 
few Apis mellifera and a few bumble bees. I was unable to capture a bee on camera but the flowers are 
amazing and so beautiful.  

 I

A view looking up into the canopy of the tree

Hilary Sanders (Editor)
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News just in!

Asian Hornet nest destruction – near Dover, Kent

 

On Thursday 22nd June a small primary nest of Asian hornets was reported to the NBU. A 
National Bee Unit Inspector investigated the report and collected samples which have been 
sent for analysis by scientists. Traps have been set for hornets returning to the nest site, and 
follow up activities will take place to raise awareness.

This is the earliest date in the season that a nest has ever been found in Great Britain. Nests 
have previously been reported in the autumn, when insects are more visible as the 
population of the nest increases to its maximum.

Please report sightings of Vespa velutina using the ‘Asian hornet Watch’ app for iPhone     and 
Android, or the online reporting form.

https://risc.brc.ac.uk/alert.php?species=asian_hornet
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Yellow legged Asian Hornet Vespa velutina 

Body length 25 to 30 mm   Non Native Invasive

https://risc.brc.ac.uk/alert.php?species=asian_hornet
https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fplay.google.com%2Fstore%2Fapps%2Fdetails%3Fid%3Duk.ac.ceh.hornets%26hl%3Den_GB&data=05%7C01%7CRebekah.Clarkson@apha.gov.uk%7C12bd67e9b7124ccb319d08db77c06a11%7C770a245002274c6290c74e38537f1102%7C0%7C0%7C638235440518207459%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=K4CS6U1Jvhpksz%2BSvfvzOyywZRmiAZ5u1oZ3JdWts78%3D&reserved=0
https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fapps.apple.com%2Fgb%2Fapp%2Fasian-hornet-watch%2Fid1161238813&data=05%7C01%7CRebekah.Clarkson@apha.gov.uk%7C12bd67e9b7124ccb319d08db77c06a11%7C770a245002274c6290c74e38537f1102%7C0%7C0%7C638235440518207459%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=gfrvZaZZoTtUireZ5LFTfqkq7xKfWuTHIMdjGCDNpR0%3D&reserved=0
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